HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC

Ahsanu'd-DIn-Khan did not approve of this view. He
observed: "It is a useless plan, nothing Avill come out of it, for
the Raja of Tanjorc had suffered greatly at our hands, while
he found much kindness from our enemy. No hope can be enter-
tained, for he is among our enemies. The proper procedure
would be not to give any form of expression to grief at the
dispersal of the army and its reaching the banner of the enemy.
The army which is present here and on which reliance could
be placed, and the French forces must be drawn up in array,
cannon must be placed in front of them. Then we must boldly
come out of this temple and march to Karikal repelling oppo-

M. Las   who was one  of those present   did no I like  this
procedure.  He put forward the following plan :i

answered that a hostage would he no real check on intended treachery,
and that by giving one, the secret would he divulged and the escape
rendered impracticable. Then he took an oath on his sabre and poniard,
that he would send away Chanda Sahib with an escort of horse to
Karikal. As soon as the victim entered his quarters, Manaji had him
imprisoned in a tent. The next morning, 12th June, there -was a con-
ference in Major Lawrence's tent between the Major, Muhammad All,
Manaji and the Mysore general, when the proposal that the English should
have the custody of the prisoner, was violently opposed by the other three
parties. Then they broke up without coming to any resolution. On the
morning -when M. Law surrendered at Srirangam, he had a conference with
Lawrence that convinced him that the English were resolved not to interfere
any further in the dispute. Manaji saw no method of saving the situation
except by putting an end to the life of his prisoner. (Orme, Vol. I, pages
236-42.)
Some writers are of the opinion that Lawrence had it in his power to
save Chanda Sahib but did connive at the death of the unfortunate man,
See Malleson, History of the French in India, p. 328t
(1) M. Law advised Chanda Sahib to submit to the Tanjore general.
The details are given in a declaration by M. Law and forwarded by Dupleix
to the English. Dodwell says that this narrative is true, as it is supported
by subsequent happenings.
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